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July 26, 1984

.S, EPA

Vanessa Musgrave
230 S. Dearborn
i4th Floor

Chicago, L 60604

PE: Administrative consent order regarding the Johns-Manvilie Sales
Corporation Waukegan facility.

Dear Ms. Musgrave,

The Lake County Economic Development Commission urges swift action by the
Environmental Protection Agency, and by the Johns-Manville Covporation in the
use of Superfund monies to clean up the entire Manville site in Waukegan,
inciuding the asbestos piles, the lauvoons and channels, and any contamination
within the buildings. Our call for immediate and thorouch action is based on
safely, recreational, and economic considerations,

1) Safety

We are concerned about the health hatards ivom cirborn asbestos from the
estimated 600,000 *ons of ashestos containing waste which have been depositea
on this 120 acre site since 1923, "We are alsc concerned about the release or

N’ threat of release of hazardous substances into the ground water. The asbestos
pile is only 100 feet from Lake Michigan.

2} Recreation

Hundreds of fichermen uso the Commonwealth Edicer fishing pier which s cnly a
few dozen yards from the asbestos pile. HealtL hazards to them from inhaiing
airborn asbestns are unknown. Jn addition, the Lake Michigan Shaoreline Plan,
published in November, 1983 by the City of Waukegan the City of North Chicago
and the 4Waukegan Port Authority (copy attached) calls for ccntincus public
accesc along the shorzline. Ho responsible recreation or park agency will
develop the c<horeiine heve for public accesss until the threat of
environmental hazard is removed. Since the Chicage Metropolitan area is in
critical need of waterfront recreational resources for its 7 million people,
every day thet this problem goes unresolved is a day of continuing unmet
recreaticnal need for this recreation-hungry populaticn,

-

QEQE;‘V&E A1 K



3) Economic Considerations

ferhaps as much as a billien dollars in public and private investment is
possible on the YWaukegan/North Chicago lakefront. That includes new marinas,
hotel and convention facilities, completion of the lakefront Parkway, mixed
use and residential development. The ponds and lagoons of the Manville plant,
row containing hazardous waste, could, if cleaned up, provide much reeded
marina space on the Tlakefront. Real estate value of the property will
cppreciate censiderably once the site is cieaned up.

ir addition to value of the Manville proporty itself, the value of neighbaring
properties and, in fact, the imege of Takefront communities, is intricately
tied to the hazardous waste problems at both Manville and Qutboard Marine. So
Tong as people continue to think of Waukegan as the City of PCB's and
asbestos, we will have an unguing nregative iwage which makes the task of
economic development all the more difficult,

Surmary

for reasons of safety, reocreavion, and oconomic consideraticrs, we urge you
and the Manville Cerporation to make swift use of Superfund monies to remove
this threat to the air and water of the Vaukegan lakeshore.

Sincereiy,

LAKE CCUNTY CCONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISCICGH

J. Wil i Baker, Chairman
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